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Suzuki Council - 2010 

2010 Suzuki SA Council  

Teachers  
Kylie Mahony (President) 
Therese OôBrien (Vice-President) 
Anne ApThomas 
Nicola Buckland 
Sian OôCallaghan 
Vicky Yagi 

  

Parents   

Rob Buckland (Secretary) 

Joan Mahony (Treasurer) 

Bill Balnaves  

Erna Berberyan 

Vic Flierl 

Ruth Hardman 

 

2010 Membership Fees   

$80 new members  

$80 renewals  

$115 teachers  
$84 teacher trainee 

 

Editor Suzuki Newsletter  

Lyn Hill 
PO Box 378, Mitcham S/Centre 
Torrens Park  SA  5062 
Phone / Fax  (08) 8277 2766 
Email  info@suzukimusicsa.org.au 
www.suzukimusicsa.org.au 
Mobile  0448 006 800 
 

Copy Deadline    

Term 1, 2011  -  Jan 15 
Term 2, 2010  -  April 9 
Term 3, 2010  -  July 9 
Term 4, 2010  -  Oct. 1 
 

Members' Advertising  

non-commercial notices  

¶ free for Suzuki members  

¶ non-members $15 each 

¶ contact Editor to place your  
Advertisement 
 

Printing  

Adelaide Copy Centre 

 To help keep Suzuki SA a successful 
and vibrant community there is much 
work done each year in the planning, 
organising and administration of vari-
ous events and activities for its mem-
bers. Your Council plays a major role in 
undertaking this work and appreciates 
the support from volunteers, whose 
help makes many events possible and 
manageable. 

 

Council has found that an effective way 
to manage some of the specific events 
and tasks has been to establish sub-
committees which report to Council.  
The amount of time required from indi-
viduals is much less using this ap-
proach. Particular activities that require 
your help include: 

 

¶ Fund raising 

¶ Marketing and Promotion 

¶ Individual Events where volun-
teers are needed for site man-
agement, stage management, 
ushers, ticket sales, food/BBQôs, 
etc 

 

If you are able to either form part of a 
subcommittee or provide help on the 
day of an event, please email Lyn Hill  

info@suzukimusicsa.org.au or Rob 
Buckland buckaus@picknowl.com.au 

 

Alternatively, you can tick the new vol-
unteer box on the membership form. 

 

Any help that can be provided to sup-
port this yearôs program would be 
greatly appreciated 

Volunteers Needed 

Suzuki News 23    Term 2, 2010 

CELLO  

Clarence Gardens Therese OôBrien  Trainee   8297 4378 

Sturt   Jenny McDonald  Trainee   8358 3694 

 

FLUTE  

Norwood  Nicola Buckland  Trainee   8362 8911 

 

HARP  

Hawthorn  Anne ApThomas Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 8272 3504 

 

PIANO  

Hawthorn  Anne ApThomas Teacher Trainer / Dip. of 

           Suzuki Talent Educ.  8272 3504 

Novar Gardens  Monica Christian Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 8294 3560 

Norwood  Emma den Hollander Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 8431 4833 

Tusmore  Lynne Reynolds  Advanced  8431 8468 

Newton   Hazel Matters   Primary   8337 3153 

Marden   Stefanie Reynolds  Primary   0421 903 768 

 

VIOLIN  

West Lakes/Glandore Kylie Mahony  Teacher Trainer / Advanced 8341 6577 

Hazelwood Park Amanda Just   Primary   8379 3827 

Sturt   Jenny McDonald  Certificate IV  8358 3694 

Kensington  Fiona Robertson  Primary   8331 0902 

Victor Harbor  Linda Sideris   Certificate III  8552 5520 

Eden Hills  Vicky Yagi   Certificate III  8370 2312 

Glandore   Nadia Buck   Trainee   0412 605 442 

Norwood  Sarah Buckland   Trainee   8362 8911 

Largs North  Emilie Flierl   Trainee   8248 2071 

Klemzig  Emma Luker   Trainee   8261 3356 

Flagstaff Hill  Sian OôCallaghan  Trainee   8270 2615 

Mile End  Jasmin Whittaker  Trainee   0411 400 608 

Hove   Lauren Footner   Trainee   8377 5131 

    

 

EARLY LEARNING EDUC.  

Hazelwood Park Amanda Just   Primary   8379 3827 

Accredited Teachers  

Suzuki SA gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support of Winston Music                            
  

Please support them when  making your music purchase 

Sponsors  

mailto:lyn@fornax.net
mailto:buckaus@picknowl.com.au


Suzuki News 22    Term 2, 2010 

S
tu

d
e

n
t 1

 
 S

u
rn

a
m

e
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 
G

iv
e

n
 N

a
m

e
s
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

 D
a

te
 o

f B
irth

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

            
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 

 
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 S
tu

d
e

n
t 2

 
 S

u
rn

a
m

e
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 
G

iv
e

n
 N

a
m

e
s
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

 D
a

te
 o

f B
irth

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

            
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 

 
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 S
tu

d
e

n
t 3

 
 S

u
rn

a
m

e
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 
G

iv
e

n
 N

a
m

e
s
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

 D
a

te
 o

f B
irth

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

            
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 

 
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 S
tu

d
e

n
t 4

 
 S

u
rn

a
m

e
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 
G

iv
e

n
 N

a
m

e
s
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

 D
a

te
 o

f B
irth

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

            
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 

 
In

s
tru

m
e
n

t_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

 
T

e
a

c
h

e
r_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
 

 
 

 
 

1
 

I d
o

 n
o

t g
iv

e
 p

e
rm

is
s
io

n
 fo

r m
y
 c

h
ild

/re
n

s
 p

h
o

to
 to

 b
e

 u
s
e

d
 fo

r S
u

z
u

k
i p

u
b

lic
ity

 p
u

rp
o

s
e
s
 

 
 

 
1
 

I w
o

u
ld

 lik
e

 to
 v

o
lu

n
te

e
r to

 h
e

lp
 w

ith
 S

u
z
u

k
i e

v
e

n
ts

 in
 2

0
1

0
 

Suzuki News 3    Term 2, 2010 

Flute Group 
Lessons  

Term 2 - Sat May 1 

              Sat June 5 

              Sat July 3 

Unitarian Church, 99 Osmond Tce, Norwood 
3:30 pm pre-school group 

(pre book 1ïTwinkle age 3-5 yrs) 
4:00 pm Junior group   /  4:45 pm Inter group  

Flute  
Ensemble  

 Term 2 - Sat May 15 

               Sat June 19 

 

Unitarian Church, 99 Osmond Tce, Norwood 
3:15 pm- Junior ensemble 

4:00 pm - Intermediate ensemble 

Flute  Term 2 -  Sun June 13 15 George Street, Norwood 
12:00 noon onwards - Winter Festival audition 
recording session/concert rehearsal 

Flute & Violin 
Concert  

Term 2 - Sun June 20 2:00 pm Unitarian Church 
Students of Nicola & Sarah Buckland 

Cello Group 
Lessons  

Term 2 - April 27 
May 11 
May 25 
June 8 
June 22 

Book 1 - Tuesdays 4:00-5:00 pm 
Immanuel Primary School Music Room 

Strings & Flute 
Workshop  

Term 2 - June 20 Adelaide High School - 3:00 ï5:00 pm 

All -Comersô 
 

 
Term 2 - Sun. June 20 
Term 3 - Sun. Sept 12 
Term 4 - Sun. Nov. 14 

1:30 pm  -  Adelaide High School 
Multi-instrument  
Piano only  
Multi-instrument  

Graduation 2  Tapes due - Sept. 24 
Concert - Sun. Oct 17 

 
Concordia College  

AGM Wed Nov 10  

Christmas  
Picnic  

Sun Nov 28  

Diary Dates for 2010 

ALL -COMERS CONCERT SUNDAY JUNE 20 Adelaide High School 

WINTER FESTIVAL THUR-SAT JULY 15-17 Edwardstown Baptist Church 

SHOWCASE REHEARSAL  SUNDAY AUGUST 1 Adelaide High School 

SHOWCASE WALK -THROUGH SUNDAY AUGUST 15 Adelaide High School 

SHOWCASE CONCERT SUNDAY AUGUST 22 Elder Hall 

GRADUATION CONCERT SUNDAY OCTOBER 17 Concordia College 

Important Dates for 2010 
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The weather is 

finally turning 

cooler and it is 

time to think about 

our busy Term 2 

calendar. In a few 

weeks time, our 

first graduates for 

the year will be 

performing in their 

solo recitals. In-

stead of the tradi-

tional graduation 

concert where all graduation level pieces 

are played in groups from the top down, in 

South Australia, graduating students have 

the unique opportunity of performing a solo 

of their choice in a beautiful recital venue, 

Concordia College. This not only gives 

each child a chance to be individually ac-

knowledged for their accomplishment as 

they accept their certificate, but most im-

portant of all it is a valuable solo perform-

ance experience. They must prepare their 

recital piece well ahead of time and per-

form alone with an accompanist if their 

instrument requires it. For many students it 

is their very first experience of a formal 

solo recital. 

 

Performing solos is just like any other skill 

ï you need a lot of practice and experience 

to become proficient at it. Older Suzuki 

students who seem to stand up to perform 

on grand occasions such as the annual 

Showcase Concert with confidence and 

aplomb are really just ordinary children 

who have an extraordinary amount of prac-

tice at getting up to play in front of an audi-

ence. The regular performing opportunities 

provided by the Suzuki system in groups, 

ensembles and alone are unique to the Su-

zuki system of learning music. Many a 

music student who does not learn the Su-

zuki way can learn for years and years 

without being able to have the chance to 

share what they have learned with others. 

Yet music is designed for sharing! There is 

not a great deal of satisfaction in perform-

ing pieces for yourself! The Suzuki system 

provides both the opportunity and encour-

agement to all students to get up and play 

for others on a regular basis so that students 

really understand that performance isnôt 

really ñshowing offò ï it is all about sharing 

something beautiful with others and giving 

other people joy.  

 

This year, Suzuki SA will once again be 

holding a Winter Festival during the holi-

days at the end of next term. The Festival 

will be held over three days and we are 

bringing in some of the best teachers from 

around Australia to work with the students. 

There is nothing more motivating than 

attending a multi-day Festival! The tutori-

als, play-ins, ensembles and concerts pro-

vide that spark of love and excitement for 

music that all children (and their parents!) 

need every once in a while to want to keep 

going and improving. Learning music is 

after all a very long-term proposition. Dr. 

Suzuki once said it takes ten years to mas-

ter an instrument ï and he was talking 

about students that practise at least two 

hours a day! To have the interest to con-

tinue and keep up with regular daily prac-

tice, children need to feel that it is worth-

while to them. It is therefore important that 

Suzuki parents prioritise activities that give 

the children a chance to play and improve, 

hang out with their friends and fall in love 

with the idea of being a musician. They 

need to directly experience the joys and 

rewards of being part of a community that 

values and encourages music.  

 

Sometimes parents whose children are 

struggling to stay motivated about their 

(Continued on page 5) 

Kylie Mahony 

From the President 
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music say to me ñI am already having a hard 

time just getting my child to practise. Why 

would I enroll my child in an activity that 

would require them to play music just about 

all day long?ò These parents really do have 

the wrong idea. They are thinking in terms 

of the daily grind instead of looking more 

long-term and trying to find a way forward 

that will change their childrenôs minds about 

music. If the child is struggling to stay moti-

vated then they are the most important can-

didates of all for a multi-day Festival! You 

can tell another person ñthis is for your 

benefit and you just need to trust me that 

this hard work is worth itò, but it is far more 

powerful to let the children experience for 

themselves that music can be great fun and 

all of that practice has a meaning and a pur-

pose. There is nothing more motivating than 

having the constant influence of other chil-

dren and teachers who are really enthusiastic 

about music around you for a few days! An 

experience like Winter Festival really could 

turn these reluctant children around in a way 

that nothing else could.  

 

I would like to encourage all flute, string 

and harp students and teachers to enrol in 

Winter Festival and make it a great success! 

Details about Winter Festival and enrolment 

forms are included in this issue of the news-

letter.  

 

Hope to see you all there!  

(Continued from page 4) 
 

Winter Festival 2010 

What is a ñWinter Festivalò? 
 
In August, 1951, in the small mountain town 
of Matsumoto, the very first Summer School 
for Suzuki students was held in Japan. Since 
then, it has become a tradition for Suzuki 
communities to get together for a multi-day 
intensive school or Festival at least once a 
year. 
There is something very special about the 
atmosphere of a Suzuki Festival that cannot 
be easily replicated in any other format. Un-
der the guidance of expert local and inter-
state teachers, Suzuki students and their 
families spend several days honing their 
skills, forming friendships and sharing the joy 
of making music together. 
 
How do I know this will be valuable for my 
child? 
All grown-up Suzuki students (myself very 
much included) would say their fondest 
memories of learning an instrument in child-
hood mostly relate back to big community 
events such as Winter Festival. There is a 
special atmosphere of positivism, nurturing 
and focused excitement about music that 
permeates the air around a big Suzuki gath-
ering! Just being around so many other 

happy and enthusiastic music makers is 
enough to lift everyoneôs spirits and motiva-
tion levels! Playing their instrument and being 
tutored intensively during the Festival also 
helps students raise their skills to new 
heights with ease. They gain confidence in 
themselves from playing with others and their 
desire to keep practising and improving is 
stimulated by watching other children play. 
 
Parents whose children have attended one 
Winter Festival never miss the opportunity to 
enroll them again! The motivation and enjoy-
ment of music provided by attending a Festi-
val lasts for months afterward. It has far more 
impact than just the two or three days which 
the school actually lasts. 
 
What is the format of a Winter Festival? 
Students are enrolled in a diverse and stimu-
lating program that is individually catered 
towards their age and ability level. They at-
tend small-group tutorials to work intensively 
on their repertoire and also participate in 
larger play-ins to have fun and gain experi-
ence playing in groups along with the piano 
accompaniment. They are also exposed to 
some kind of musically enriching program if 

(Continued on page 6) 
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they are younger students while the older 
ones are assigned to orchestras and ensem-
bles to polish their music reading skills. On 
top of all this, there are concerts to attend, 
and an opportunity to book private lessons 
with a master teacher. 
 
Parents are also catered for with Parent Lec-
tures specifically geared towards their needs 
and there is a full Professional Development 
program for teachers. 
 
My child is very young or just a beginner. Is it 
worth enrolling? 
The Suzuki system is unique in the music 
world in that we have a special value for our 
young beginners. The entire Method is built 
upon the needs and learning abilities of these 
students, so of course they are fully incorpo-
rated into the Winter Festival program. They 
will participate in tutorials, groups and enrich-
ment activities that are fun and age-
appropriate and the youngest will have a 
shortened program so the days will not be too 
long for them. 
 
What if my child is too young to learn an 
instrument? 
Early childhood classes will be provided each 
day for children aged 0-4 who are not yet 
learning an instrument. The tutor will be a 
qualified Suzuki teacher who will provide fun 
and musically stimulating activities for these 
children and their parents. 
 
What type of program is provided for ad-
vanced students? 
Advanced students are also specifically ca-
tered for in the Winter Festival program. En-
riching activities for these students include 
extensive orchestra/chamber music tutoring, 
an opportunity for private lessons or master 
classes with guest tutors and the opportunity 
to perform in a variety of solo concerts. 
 
How can my child participate in the concerts? 
Every Winter Festival student will participate 
in the Closing Concert which will be in group 
format. If your child is also interested in play-
ing a solo, there are both formal and informal 
concert formats provided. The Afternoon Solo 
Concerts are a relaxed and enjoyable chance 
for all students regardless of age or ability to 

perform for a friendly and encouraging audi-
ence. To participate, students need to include 
an audition video of their performance piece 
with their application form. Very high-
achieving students of all ages and abilities 
will also have the chance to be selected to 
perform at the formal Opening Concert. 
 
What should my child do to prepare for Win-
ter Festival? 
It is of upmost importance that all Suzuki 
students brush up their revision pieces in 
preparation for Winter Festival. Students get 
so much more out of their classes if they can 
relax and try out their tutorôs suggestions 
rather than worrying that they canôt remember 
their pieces properly! Teachers and parents 
should progressively polish all revision pieces 
during this term as you never know which 
pieces a guest tutor might be inspired to want 
to play! 
 
Where is Winter Festival to be held? 
Winter Festival 2010 will be held at Ed-
wardstown Baptist Church ï corner of Rothe-
say Avenue and Dorene Street, St. Marys. 
This is the same venue as our highly suc-
cessful 2008 Festival. It is a safe, secure 
venue with plenty of parking and not overly 
large. There is plenty of room for children to 
run and play during their breaks. There is 
also a magnificent Auditorium for concerts. 
Drinks, snacks and lunches will be catered 
for at the Churchôs on-site tuck shop. 
 
What are the dates for Winter Festival? 
Winter Festival will be held towards the end 
of the second week of the upcoming school 
holidays. The dates are Thursday 15th July to 
Saturday 18th July. So make sure you donôt 
book any vacation time away during these 
dates! 
 
Sounds great! How do I enroll my child? 
You will find detailed information and an en-
rolment form in this newsletter together with a 
sample timetable on pages 14 and 15.  Do fill 
out the enrolment form and return as soon as 
possible to take advantage of the special 
Early Bird discounts! If you have further ques-
tions, speak to your Suzuki teacher or email 
your enquiries to: info@suzukimusicsa.org.au   
 
Canôt wait to see you all there! 

(Continued from page 5) 
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For Sale 

 

ı  size violin (Franz Josef ) with bow and case.  Very good condition, one year old  -  
  $299.  Phone Kellie 0438 025 669 
 
ı  size violin (Hofner) with case, bow and shoulder rest - $400.  Phone Maree  
  0419 163 466 
 

İ size violin (John Wu) in excellent condition.  Beautiful sound, complete with case, bow 
  and Bon Musica shoulder rest  -  $400.  Phone Marg 0409 913 480 
 
İ size violin (Hofner) with case, bow and shoulder rest - $400. Phone Maree  
  0419 163 455 

Welcome to new members 

Ms Lisa Barnett, Corey & Rowan Ms Jane Peplow & Emily 

Mr Mark & Mrs Kumi Byrnes Ms Belinda Propsting & Scarlett Howard 

Mrs Emma Christian & Caleb Mr Quentin Roberts & Josiah 

Miss Lauren Footner Ms Anna Stanley & Isabella 

Ms Sophia Gao & Cheryl Wang Mrs Simone Thomas & Amelia 

Mr Tom Georgakopoulos, Nikolaos & Sophia Mrs Rebecca West & Amy 

Mr Babak Ghalami & Jasmin Ms Larissa Willoughby & Anastasia 

Ms Jane Manifold & Oli Ms Margarita Wong & Kayla 

Ms Christine Moolman & Mari Ms Jacqueline Zareh & Noorline 

Purchase your Suzuki Music T-shirt  

visit the Suzuki SA website for sizes and prices 

www.suzukimusicsa.org.au   

Suzuki T-shirts 

Suzuki News 7    Term 2, 2010 

If you are online and óinternet savvyô, join up 
with the Suzuki SA Face book page! This is a 
great way to post any proud photos of the 
musicians in the family, connect with other 
families, and receive updates and notices 
about upcoming events.  

 
Try this link- http://www.facebook.com/?
ref=home#! /pages /Suzuk i -Mus ic -SA-
Teachers-and-Families/112206278805946?
ref=ts or else search for Suzuki Music SA in 
your Facebook search bar. 

The Suzuki Council wishes to advise all 
teachers and families that due to unforeseen 
circumstances, Suzuki Music SA will not be 
participating in the Australian C entral 
Community Lottery for 2010.   
 
We thank everyone for their past support and 
look forward to your participation in our future 
fundraising ventures.   
 
To this end, we would like to offer to our  wine 
connoisseur families the opportunity to pur-
chase quality wine as part of a possible Su-
zuki fundraising initiative.   
 
We are looking for expressions of interest 
and would appreciate you contacting Sian 
OôCallaghan on sian@internode.on.net to 
indicate if you would be keen to support this 
venture, which has been offered by a local 
business.   

The proposed wines are Italian Pinot Grigio 
(white) for $85 a dozen, or a beautiful 
Barossa Shiraz for $65 per İ dozen or $120 
a dozen.  The names of these are the Killer 
Pinot Grigio and the Nosey Parker Barossa 
Red- both featured in Dan Murphy and in 
many restaurants around Adelaide.  
 
By purchasing a case you will be supporting 
Suzuki Music SA and also stocking up for 
your next BBQ, birthday party, or even getting 
ready early for Christmas!   Please let Sian 
know as soon as possible if this may be of 
interest to you, or if you require further infor-
mation. 
 
Why not try and organize a bulk order 
through friends, family, work or your local 
sports club?  This is an offer we will not have 
for a long time and would be grateful for your 
support. 

2010 Suzuki SA Fundraiser  

Child-Safe Environments 

by Joan Mahony (Registered Trainer) 
 
Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect Training 
 
Under the South Australian Childrenôs Pro-
tection Act 1993, the law requires a range of 
people to notify the Department of Families 
and Communities, Families SA, when there 
are concerns of child abuse and/or neglect.   
 
A person who is engaged in the actual deliv-
ery of the services to children, or a volunteer 
in such an association, is required to under-
take training in Mandated Reporting. This 

means that Suzuki music teachers should 
undergo this training.   
 
In consultation with Families SA, I have 
found that a two hour training session will 
meet these requirements.  Suzuki Music SA 
is offering a training session to Suzuki teach-
ers and parents or volunteers during the 
Winter Festival.  Trainees will receive a cer-
tificate from a qualified trainer. 
 
Fees will be - 
Registered Suzuki Teachers $20 
Other attendees $30 

Suzuki Music Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#%21/pages/Suzuki-Music-SA-Teachers-and-Families/112206278805946?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#%21/pages/Suzuki-Music-SA-Teachers-and-Families/112206278805946?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#%21/pages/Suzuki-Music-SA-Teachers-and-Families/112206278805946?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#%21/pages/Suzuki-Music-SA-Teachers-and-Families/112206278805946?ref=ts
mailto:sian@internode.on.net
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by Monica Christian  
 
In 1981 a musician visiting my then home- 
town of Alice Springs said to me óI have a 
friend you should meetô. On August 26th 
1982 I finally met this friend, Nehama Pat-
kin, and at that moment I met the person 
who changed my life. She told me about the 
Suzuki philosophy, invited me to visit her in 
Melbourne to watch her teach, and as they 
say, óthe rest is historyô. I wish that this was 
not the case, and that our shared history still 
had a long way to run, but tragically, her life 
was cut short and she left us on Friday 
night, March 26th 2010. 
 
Nehama reminded me in many ways of a 
butterfly. She had great beauty, was the 
most colourful person I ever knew, she 
rarely stayed still, and touched everyone 
who encountered her in a special way. How-
ever, unlike a butterfly, she was not elusive, 
but always approachable. She wanted eve-
ryone, especially every child, to have the 
opportunity to know and to love music as 
she did. She believed with all her heart that 
every child who had an opportunity to listen 
to and study music was on the pathway to 
developing as a beautiful human being. She 
spent most of her waking moments teach-
ing, encouraging and creating opportunities 
for her students, and her friends. 
 
She loved to travel, and connect with people 
from different parts of Australia, and from all 
over the world. Learning about their lives, 
culture and food brought her great delight.  

 
 
Music was usually the vehicle for these 
experiences, and if possible, she would 
bring others along with her. Nehama was 
always inquisitive, and would frequently say, 
after a visit somewhere, óI learned so much!ô 
 
Another thing Nehama would often say to 
me was óI have so much to do!ô And she did, 
as she was constantly accepting invitations 
for herself and her students to perform, 
arranging concerts, preparing lectures, and 
generally doing more in a day than most of 
us would hope to achieve in a week. 
 
Since 1983 Nehama has on occasions vis-
ited my studio and taught my students. I 
have always loved these times, as I have 
always wanted my students and their par-
ents to meet and learn from this person who 
introduced me to óSuzukiô, and who has 
always inspired and motivated me. No stu-
dent (or their parents) who has had this 
experience has ever forgotten their encoun-
ter with Nehama. I also loved to visit Ne-
hamaôs studio and watch her with her own 
students over the years. Her last visit here 
was two years ago, and another was 
planned for some time this year. 
 
Perhaps youôve heard of the butterfly effect? 
That also describes the impact of Nehama 
on the lives of those who met her, and espe-
cially those of us who knew her well and 
loved her. I am grateful for the day I met her, 
the times we have shared since and all I 
have learned from her. 

Nehama Patkin  
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A versatile musician, Nehama 

Patkin's work spanned the fields 

of solo piano recitals, teaching, 

accompanying, singing, examin-

ing, adjudicating, compering, as 

well as producing and directing 

concerts. She was a very active 

performer and music educator, 

having travelled the world exten-

sively to lecture and perform.      

 

With a Master of Music degree, 

Nehama was the Director of a 

Yamaha Music School for six 

years, and also served on the 

staff of the Victorian College of 

the Arts, the Melba Memorial Conservatorium 

of Music, the Institute of Early Childhood 

Development, Deakin University, RMIT Uni-

versity, and the Australian National Academy 

of Music's inaugural Junior Program. Since 

1977, she was deeply involved with the Su-

zuki philosophy of music education, and was 

the Director of Suzuki Piano Teacher Training 

in Victoria. She was regularly invited to be a 

guest lecturer in Piano Pedagogy at both 

Melbourne and Monash Universities, and 

lectured at several World Piano Pedagogy 

Conferences, and was scheduled to present 

a paper at the International Society for Music 

Education World Conference in Beijing in 

August. 

 

Nehamaôs ability to communicate with chil-

dren was well known. For 15 years she gave 

performances at the Victorian Arts Centre for 

ñARTS EDò, in which she conducted a Sym-

phony Orchestra and introduced Primary 

students to the delights of music making with 

orchestral instruments. As a Music Educator 

and Suzuki Teacher Trainer, she fulfilled 

engagements throughout the USA, United 

Kingdom, Europe, Scandinavia, Israel, South 

Africa, New Zealand, Peru, Chile, Brazil and 

Korea, instructing both teachers and their 

students. 
 

 Nehama recorded as a pianist with many 

artists, including clari-

net ist /saxophonist Peter 

Clinch, singer Anthony Warlow 

and jazz musician Brian 

Brown. As well, her piano play-

ing was featured in the TV mini

-series ñReturn to Edenò and 

several other documentaries 

and films, including Paul Coxôs 

ñMy First Wifeò. She was also 

the pianist in the film about the 

life story of Shirley Temple 

which was filmed in Australia, 

and the pianist on Barry 

Humphriesô first recording, 

ñSavoury Dipò. 

 

In 2003 Nehama performed in her own one-

woman cabaret show ñItôs All New ... But 

Nothingôs Changedò at Chapel off Chapel for 

two seasons and a return appearance at the 

Jewish Arts Festival in 2004. 

 

For eight years she directed musical produc-

tions in the Melbourne Concert Hall for Is-

raelôs Independence Day celebrations. As 

well, she produced the inaugural season of 

ñMusical Performances in the Darkò at 

Scienceworksô Planetarium. 

 

Nehama performed with actor Jon Finlayson 

for about five years in the very successful ñAn 

Evening with Noel Coward without Noel Cow-

ard but with Jon Finlayson & Nehama Patkinò 

in seasons at Melbourne Zoo and various 

restaurants as well as the Playhouse in the 

Victorian Arts Centre. 

 

Nehama was a member of the Rotary Club of 

Hawthorn, after having served as a member 

of the Caulfield Rotary Club, where she was 

President in 2000/2001. She served on a 

number of committees including the Suzuki 

Piano committee, Victorian Music Teachersô 

Association, Foundation for Youth Excellence 

in the City of Glen Eira, and was the Victorian 

Representative for the bi-annual Australasian 

Piano Pedagogy Conference. 

Nehama Patkin, OAM, M.Mus 




